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of orthodoxy is being rapidly invested by modern
forces, and that within the fortress there are divided
counsels.   One party is for holding the fortress at all
costs; and that it is not without strength is shown by
the fact that the unclaimed interest on deposits made
by Muhammadans in the Post Office Savings Bank
amounts to lakhs of rupees.1   The other party is in
favour of distinguishing between interest and usury and
of allowing the one and forbidding the other.   The
question whether a Muslim may lawfully become a
member of a co-operative society which charges but*
does not pay interest, has Already been decided by the
highest Muslim authority in favour of the co-operative
society.2   This has brought the besieging forces peri-
lously near the gates of the fortress, and it looks as if it
were only a question of time before further ground
would have to be surrendered. The man-at-arms on the
walls with money in his pocket is already parleying with
the enemy, and many are even deserting. In fact, as we
have seen,3 the Punjabi Muhammadan is beginning to
take interest like any ordinary money-lender. At first,
to satisfy his conscience, he takes it indirectly in service
or in kind; but sooner or later he finds it convenient to
take it in cash. The higher standard of living is difficult
to maintain, and money-lending offers larger returns
than any other form of business open to the cultivator.
The temptation therefore is irresistible, and religious
principle is obliged to give way to economic advantage,
There are other tendencies in modern Islam which
reflect the influence of the economic forces of the day,
for example, the tendency towards monogamy, the
weakening of the pardah system, the difficulty of com-
bining the zakdt with a higher standard of living and

1 The Light^ dated ist August 1927. At the Soodmand conference held
at Aligarh in October 1927, a resolution calling upon Muhammadans to
start banking was rejected.

a See Annual Report on the Working of the Co-operative Societies of tlk
Federated Malcy States^ 1925-6, pp. 12, 13.                     3 p, 186.